Regular Council Meeting

September 6, 2022

THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CROWN POINT
Met in a REGULAR MEETING in the Council Chambers,
Located at 101 N. East Street
On Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.
Pursuant to and in accordance with the Rules of the Common Council
*HYBRID*

https://us02web.zoom.us/{/89566850445

Mayor Peter D. Land called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.
. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
. ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Mayor Land asked for a roll call of the Members. The call of the roll was as
follows:

Members Present: Chad Jeffries, Dawn Stokes, Andrew Kyres, Carol Drasga,
Council President Zack Bryan, and Member Scott Evorik (via Zoom).

Also present were City Attorney David Nicholls, Council Attorney Patrick Schuster,
Chief Deputy Bette Babjak, Deputy Clerk Sheri Herma and Deputy Clerk Britney
Partyka.

Members Absent: Laura Sauerman

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS: Regular Meeting on
August 3, 2022, and Special Meeting on August 22, 2022.

Member Andrew Kyres made a motion to approve the previous Regular Meeting
Minutes from August 3, 2022, and the Special Meeting Minutes from August 22,
2022, seconded by Member Dawn Stokes.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

. READING OF AGENDA

Mayor Land read the agenda.

. ADDITION OF NEW ITEMS TO THE AGENDA

None

. APPROVAL OF CLAIMS, SRF DISTRIBUTIONS

Council President Zack Bryan reported he had reviewed the Claims and SRF
Distributions. He stated they were all in the normal course of City Business and
therefore, made a motion to approve, seconded by Member Dawn Stokes.
Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

. PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES AND PUBLIC STATEMENTS

Arlington Foley, 3000 E. 1215t Avenue, was in attendance to state his position on
the proposed location of the new Wastewater Treatment Plant.

He discussed the impact the placement of the Wastewater Treatment Plant would
have on his family, the possible diminished value of his home in the future, and
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the impact the plant could have on his family’s health. He also drew the Council’'s
attention to the secondary proposed location, stating the pros and cons of each
location. Mayor Land thanked Mr. Foley for his comments.

.| SPECIAL RECOGNITION - Employee of the Month for August 2022

Mayor Land recognized Sexton Tom Hawes, the Caretaker of our Historic
Maplewood Cemetery, as Employee of the Month for August 2022. Mayor Land
stated Tom does a fantastic job for the City. His pride and passion are
unmatched.
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Employee of the Month

September 2022
Name: Tom Hawes Hired: 6/1/1996
Department: Cemetery Total Length of Service: 26 years

Title: Caretaker
Nonminated by: Greg Falkowski

While Tom Hawes has worked for the City of Crown Peint for more than two decades, it's
unclear how long he has been helping the residents of Crown Point. Based on his stories, it
appears to be sometime between Solon Robinson and Sheriff Holley.

For twenty-six years, Tom has tirelessly dedicated his time to preserving and maintaining the
Historic Maplewood Cemetery and caring for the families who choose to have their legacy live
on there. Often, Tom can be found on his [ohn Deere tractor, which has a Packers sticker on the
back, riding around the cemetery. He is there, rain or shine, ensuring each blade of grass, flower
petal and grave marker are in place.

Most recently, Tom has led two large projects at Maplewood. First, was the design and
installation of cremation and pedestal niche gardens, which have provided another option for
families. The second, which is currently underway, involves the restoration and renovation of a
foundation and floor from a 1906 mausoleum that will be the center point for new columbarium
units.

It is through Tom's dedication and compassion, he is able to represent the city with pride and
provide families with a smooth road in their time of need.

Quote from Greg: “1 have had the pleasure of working with Tom — more affectionally known as
Tombstone — for the past eight years on all matters related to the cemetery. From some we
won't talk about at a council meeting, to kids playing Pokémon Go in the cemetery, to
summertime staff not living up to Tom's unbelievably high standards — to those young kids, |
apologize for those long summers — we have been through it all. Thank you, Tom, for
evervthing you do.”

www.crownpoint in.gov

Office: 219-662-5634 183 S. West St., Crown Point, IN 46307 Cell: 219-356-1904

Tom Hawes stated his thanks to everyone, the Mayor, the Board of Works,
Council, and Greg Falkowski. He said every department has touched the
cemetery and everyone has helped him over the years.

Tom thanked Mary Waisnora and Marsha Essary in the Mayor's office. He also
thanked the Clerk-Treasurer’s office. He extended a special thanks to Public
Works Director Terry Ciciora. Both Terry and Jason Scott's attention to detail and
care toward the cemetery mean so much to him.
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PROCLAMATION

Mayor Land welcomed Debbie Thill and Martha Metts, from the Daughters of the
American Revolution, to the meeting and wished to gift them the draft of the
Proclamation for Constitution Week 2022.

CITY OF CROWN POINT

PROCLAMATION

TOALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS MAY COME, GREETINGS

Whereas, The Constitution of the United States of America, the guardian of our liberties,
embodies the principles of limited government in a Republic dedicated to rule by
law; and

Whereas, September 17, 2022, marks the two hundred and thirty-fifth anniversary of the

framing of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Canstitutional
Convention; and

Whereas, [tis fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnilicent document
and its memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic celebrations which will
commemorate the occasion; and

Whereas, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation cach year by the President
of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as
Constitution Week

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Peter D. Land, Mayor of the City of Crown Point, do hereby proclaim
the week of September 17' through the 237 as Constitution Week and ask our citizens to reaffirm
the ideals the Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms
guaranteed (o us through this guardian of our berties, remembering that lost rights may never be
regamed.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand and caused to be affixcd the

seal of the City of Crown Point, on this 6th day
of September 2022,

BY THE MAYOR: Peter D. Land, Mayor
Crown Pomnt, Indiana

Debbie Thill stated she and Martha had put together a display case in the lobby of
the Crown Point Community Library for Constitution Week to present the
Proclamation. She stated the Proclamation is displayed every year to remind our
community that freedom isn’t free.

REPORTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES

Chief of Staff Anthony Schlueter introduced Grace Roman as the new Planning
Administrator for the City of Crown Point.

Anthony stated Grace had previously served as the Assistant Planner for the City
of Crown Point but was recently hired away at the beginning of 2022. Grace also
previously served as the Assistant Planner of LaPorte and as a Program Assistant
for the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.

Grace holds a Bachelor's Degree in Geography and Biology from Valparaiso







